Bad Points about Package P

[I will only make comments here about negative features of Package P from Piedras Blancas Lighthouse south to Pt. Conception.  Most of the negative aspects of Package P are found in the southern sector of the Central Coast Project.]

1.  A huge area above, at, and below the Piedras Blancas Lighthouse will be a no-fish zone.  Many of you know about the excellent groundfish angling for vermillion just north and just south of the lighthouse.  These areas will all be off-limits to all fishing under Package P.  Under Package 1, all of these areas are open to recreational fishing.

2.  From Cambria to a point many miles south of Cambria, all fishing will be prohibited under Package P.  This area would be a marine park allowing recreational fishing under Package 1, but closed to fishing under Package P.

3.  The closure at Cambria has the added negative feature that is creates a great human danger by forcing any kayakers interested in fishing to travel long distances to get to an area open to fishing.  This closure proposal under Package P is an absurdly dangerous denial of public access to the citizens who live in and around Cambria.
4.  Package P takes a huge section of the area around Pt. Buchon.  This is the most economically sensitive area on the central coast because it provides the best groundfish angling and is used most for skiff fishermen and CPFVs from Port San Luis and Morro Bay.  Package 1 provides more public access and recreational opportunity in the Pt. Buchon area.

5.  A careful review of Package P would show that this package takes all the prime fishing area between the lighthouse at Piedras Blancas and Port San Luis.  This proposed denial of public access to state fishing waters is shameful and deplorable.  The Commission must reject this “politically motivated” package.

6.  Package P and the other “extremist” packages have more no-fish zones and larger no-fish zones.  This will exponentially increase the cost of enforcement and gathering of educational information and monitoring. 
