Favorable Points to Package 1
1.  The Blue Ribbon Task Force (BRTF) appointed a large cross-section of “stakeholders” from the community at large.  This “working group” was composed of fishermen (both commercial and recreational), divers, surfers, and representatives of various environmental groups.  The stakeholders-working group worked for over a year trying to draft and approve a package that complied with the official framework approved by the BRTF and Fish & Game Commission.  After a year’s work, PACKAGE 1 is the proposal approved by a majority of the stakeholders.  This package has passed muster with the Science Advisory Team which means it complies with conservation and scientific guidelines under the MLPA.  It is the only Package that has received public input, scrutiny and support.
2.  Because stakeholders from the public have drafted and approved Package 1, it is certain that this package has had economic impact consideration.  None of the other packages have had economic impact consideration.  They are all the product of special interest groups.  Even the CDFG staff proposal has not had economic-impact consideration.
3.  Package #1 allows recreational fishing at and around Cambria.  Leffingwells will still be a good place for kayakers to launch and provide fishing opportunity to the public.  The area around Cambria would be a marine park, allowing recreational fishing.  Package P and the other packages would prohibit all fishing at and south of Cambria.  No fishing would be allowed around Leffingwells.  

4.  The MLPA legislation has a goal to increase recreational opportunity.  Package 1 is the only package that provides acceptable recreational opportunity consistent with scientific and conservation guidelines.  All other packages drastically reduce recreational opportunity and public access.

5.  It should be the chief goal of the Fish & Game Commission to provide maximum public access consistent with conservation guidelines.  Package 1, of all the packages, provides the maximum public access to our state waters consistent with conservation guidelines.
