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March 13, 2006
Letter to the Editor

The Tribune

San Luis Obispo, CA 93401


Re:  Salmon season article of March 11, 2006

Editior:


Many books have been written in recent years about how the media distorts the news.  A prime example of biased reporting is the article in the Tribune on March 11 entitled “Salmon season may close early in Oregon, Northern California.”

At first glance the article seems like objective, neutral reporting of a meeting in Seattle about salmon fishing.  The distortions are subtle, but crucial.  At the beginning of the article, the author says that fishery officials are trying to develop a plan that will “not harm declining populations of Chinook and Coho salmon.”  The reference to Coho salmon is misplaced.  Coho salmon were not a topic of discussion in Seattle.  There has not been Coho fishing along the California coast for many years.  The reader is also left with the impression that we have declining stocks of salmon.  This is absolutely false.  Overall, Chinook salmon stocks are at their highest level in decades.  The salmon runs on the Sacramento River in the last two years were the largest in recorded history.   The sole problem relates to one single river, the Klamath.  Politicians have decided to let farmers and ranchers take such large amounts of water from the river, that low water levels have killed thousands of salmon.  Over-fishing is not the problem.  Discussions about closing the salmon season relate only to efforts to protect the run of wild salmon on this single river.  



Sincerely,




Melvin A. de la Motte, Jr.




President of Central Coast Fisheries Conservation Coalition 



















