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August 23, 2006

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger
State Capitol Building
Sacramento, CA 95814

Re:  Recent MLPA Decision of Fish and Game Commission

Dear Governor Schwarzenegger:


Our organization has over a thousand members statewide, with our headquarters in San Luis Obispo.  We are a conservation group that seeks to preserve our heritage of fishing in California.


I can assure you that you have lost the support of thousands and thousands of citizens in coastal communities that rely on commercial and recreational fishing.  The word has gone out to our group and others that you took steps to destroy fishing along the Central Coast by pressuring Commissioners to vote for a destructive network of no-fish zones.


Your advisors have given you false and misleading information suggesting that nearshore fisheries are in decline.  There is not a single nearshore species that is endangered or overfished.  To the contrary, they are healthy and flourishing; with more abundant fishing and other sea life than I have seen in my 30 years of fishing along the Central Coast.  

We have lost all of our fishing opportunity in deeper federal waters.  Our seasons have been cut in half.  Our bag limits have been cut by 50%.  And now … the MLPA has taken all the prime fishing area along the Central Coast.  We lay this deplorable decision at your doorstep.  You have lost the support of the entire statewide fishing community.




Sincerely,





Melvin A. de la Motte, Jr.





President of Central Coast Fisheries Conservation Coalition


















