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March 19, 2005
Ryan Broddrick, Director

Department of Fish & Game

1416 Ninth Street

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re:  In-season adjustments for 2005

Dear Director Broddrick:


My letter to you a week ago was in anticipation of some action or recommendation by the Fish and Game Commission yesterday.  I understand from our representative who was present for the meeting in Oakland that they “handed the ball” back to you.  Our organization is very anxious to see some in-season changes as soon as possible.  I will not repeat the contents of my last letter, but I would like to add some additional points that mitigate in favor of immediate in-season changes.

1. Fishing from shore out to 40 fathoms:  Right now the Central Coast is saddled with a requirement that all groundfish angling must be in a narrow slot from 20 fathoms out to 40 fathoms.  Along the Central Coast, that usually means being at least a mile from shore or the safety of a harbor.  This presents great risk to the lives of small skiff fishermen and kayakers.  As members of the Commission seemed to recognize on Friday, afternoon-winds and fog can come up quickly along the Central Coast.  These sudden changes in weather occur rarely south of Pt. Conception.  Allowing us to fish out to 40 fathoms will not increase the overall catch totals.  If there is a fear that some shallow-water species might exceed quotas late in the year, then your staff can contact us and our network of fishermen can get out the word to reduce catch of certain species.  In the shallower waters, “catch-and-release” is more effective than in deeper waters.  It is crucial to the safety of local fishermen that this dangerous slot-limit be changed to allow fishing from shore out to 40 fathoms.
2. Commission suggested seasons like 2004 would be acceptable:  I have been told that Commissioner Kellogg and others commented on Friday that since the 2004 CRFS data reveals that catch totals were below allowable quotas, fishermen should be entitled to as much fishing opportunity as in 2004.  That seems very logical.  In 2004, our area was allowed groundfish angling for nine (9) months.  We therefore strongly encourage you to open rockfish angling starting on April 1, 2005 and allow groundfish angling for the rest of the year … to December 31, 2005!  That would be nine (9) months of fishing.  It is unlikely that we would surpass the allowable quotas.  If you gave “notice” immediately, we could be open on April 1, 2005.  Please note that the need for 10-day notice is only significant when you are closing a fishery … not when you are opening up a fishery.  Let me also comment that it would be disastrous to all concerned if you closed down fishing along the Central Coast for the month of July as occurred in 2004.  That would be especially harmful to Commercial Passenger Fishing Vessels (CPFVs).  Sport landings have already taken deposits and reservations for charters all during the month of July.  The most reasonable and fair in-season adjustment would be to open on April 1, 2005 and extend for the rest of the year.
3. Cooperation to avoid exceeding quotas on individual species:  I have been told that in some areas of the state fishermen exceeded quotas in catching widow rockfish during 2004.  Now that CRFS is up and running, there is no reason that your staff cannot put out an “alert” to the various recreational fishing groups so that they can inform their members to catch-and-release or avoid certain species if we are approaching individual species quotas.  There are about 5-6 large recreational fishing organizations in California that would certainly be willing to cooperate with your department in getting out information to fishermen to reduce take of any species where there is a danger of exceeding quotas.  I am sure that your staff knows the leaders of these groups that will work with your department to keep catch totals within allowable quotas.
Please feel free to contact me at any time to discuss this matter further.  These in-season adjustments are very important to all fishermen along the Central Coast.  We have seen your department work quickly in the past to close down fisheries.  We hope that a re-opening based on the new CRFS data receives the same urgency.






Sincerely,






Melvin A. de la Motte, Jr.





President of CCFCC

Cc:
Sonke Mastrup


Patricia Wolf



















