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February 28, 2005

Sonke Mastrup

Department of Fish & Game

1416 Ninth Street

Sacramento, CA 95814


Re:  Emergency Reopening

Dear Mr. Mastrup:


You and I have talked many times about the terrible “data poor” condition of your department concerning nearshore groundfish along the coast of California.  You have claimed that your department has its hands tied by the impact of unreliable MRFSS data.  You blamed the 5-month rockfish season proposed for 2005-2006 on the MRFSS data suggesting that we would exceed quotas for 2004.  I am sure that you have carefully reviewed the recently-released CRFS data concerning 2004 catch data.  This data wipes out all those excuses.


Here on the South-Central Coast, we have an absurd requirement that all groundfish angling this year be in waters between 20-40 fathoms.  The inherent dangers caused by such a draconian regulation are enormous.  Our county’s kayak fishermen are outraged.  Now your department has the tools and data to correct this problem.

In 2004, we fished for nine (9) months here on the Central Coast.  The statewide CRFS data suggests that we did not exceed our quotas as projected.  In fact, we came in substantially below quotas.  All of this data supports the anecdotal evidence we have been supplying to your department.  It is time for your department to swing into gear and do something to substantially increase fishing opportunity.


Ryan Broddrick told us when he was appointed that he was a “friend of fishermen”.  Now CDFG has the ammunition to go back to the PFMC and demonstrate that indeed Director Broddrick is a friend of fishermen.  If we did not reach quotas with 9 months of fishing, this strongly suggests that a 12 month season starting in 2006 is appropriate.  It is also appropriate that the CDFG immediately apply to the PFMC for an emergency reopening of the closed months scheduled for 2005.  You now have the data and there is no contrary data.  Your department should also strongly petition to remove the 0-20 fathom fishing ban in the south-central zone.


Please contact me ASAP so that we can discuss moving forward on this urgent matter.  Of course, we will do everything we can to marshal all fishing interests to support an effort to increase fishing opportunity.






Sincerely,







Melvin A. de la Motte, Jr.
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