Strategy Concerning Upcoming August Commission Meetings

1.  We are trying to put together a bus trip to Sacramento on August 1, 2006 with a return on August 2nd (late at night).  The Central Coast Fisheries Conservation Coalition and the Morro Bay Commercial Fishermen’s Association are investigating interest in this bus trip.  These two groups would probably pay for the bus and lodging.

2.  We need to mount a letter-writing campaign to the Fish and Game Commission and the Governors office about the MLPA.  The Governor is totally “ignorant” of the negative impact that will befall him if Package P is approved.  The Fish and Game Commission has been told by the anti-fishing environmental groups that Package P is really not much different that Package 1 (called the Fishermen’s Proposal).  They need to hear from you about the negative impact of Package P.

3.  Our letters need to target THREE KEY AREAS!  Keep focused on these areas:

a) The good points about Package 1:  (see list I have provided in earlier posting)

b) The bad points about Package P:  (see list I have provided in earlier posting)

c) Your own personal fishing areas and experiences and how they will be negatively impacted by Package P:  (you will have to put this together in your own words.  You people in the Cambria area need to point out that the representative on the working group from Cambria did not speak for you … when he promoted more no-fish zones)

4.  We have seriously considered whether it would be advisable as a strategy to ask the Commission to “amend” or “change” Package P to eliminate the most horrible “no-fish” zones.  The fishing community feels this would be a bad strategy.  Each of you should either appear and speak or write a letter (or both) to the Commission giving your own experiences that will be negatively impacted by a closure at a particular area.  You would not be retreating from Package 1, but would certainly give them the option to amend or eliminate certain no-fish zones under Package P.
5.  In summary, we need both letters and appearance in Sacramento on August 2, 2006.  I should point out that there will be a meeting on August 15 in Monterey.  I am fearful that the Commission will have already made up their mind on most issues, but if you fail to write letters or get to the August 2, 2006 meeting, you will still have a chance to have your voice heard on August 15 in  Monterey.
